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Colorado’s Water 
Plan: The path to a 
secure water future.  

• Vibrant & sustainable cities 

• Healthy watersheds & 
environment 

• Robust recreation & tourism 

• Viable & productive agriculture 

 





Colorado’s Water Plan Chapters 



Chapters (cont.) 



Why Do We Need a Water Plan? 
 1. Gap between supply and 

demand: Declining or flat-
lining water supplies and 
population growth 

2. Unacceptable pace of 
agricultural dry up 

3. Environmental stress and 
recreational opportunities 

4. Inefficient and ineffective 
regulatory processes 

5. Fiscal challenges of our 
water infrastructure systems 



Why Now? 
1. We face an undesirable future for Colorado with unacceptable 

consequences; these challenges demand urgency 
2. We have sufficient data 
3. Unprecedented grassroots structure 
4. Paradigm-shift on both sides of the divide 



5 Things Colorado’s Water Plan Will Do 
 1. Foster collaborative solutions to responsibly address the 

looming gap between supply and demand (effect of this is 
to fortify Prior Appropriation Doctrine, not undermine it) 

2. Identify and test cost-effective alternatives to the 
permanent “buy & dry” of irrigated lands 

3. Affirm that Colorado will protect its compact 
entitlements, act affirmatively to avoid compact 
curtailments where possible, and demonstrate effective 
state-based policy to prevent federal erosion of state 
water authority 

4. Push federal regulatory processes to move “quicker” by 
front-loading state activity 

5. Align state policies and dollars to support Colorado’s water 
values and policy objectives  



IBCC Conceptual Framework Update 

• The IBCC is currently working on incorporating the West Slope 
Caucus clarification. 

• 5 out of the 6 IBCC subcommittees have met since the last IBCC 
meeting and will be reporting back to the full IBCC on April 30, 
stay tuned. 
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IBCC “No / Low Regrets” Actions 
 

 

80% IPP Yield Success Identified Projects 
and Processes 

Low/Medium 
Conservation 

Strategies 
Conservation 

Multiple Purpose in 
appropriate site Storage 

Minimize transfer of 
agriculture water Buy & Dry 

Implement non-
consumptive projects 

that still preserve 
options 

Nonconsumptive 

Implement 
agricultural  and ag 

sharing projects 

Alternative Ag 
Transfers 

TMDs Planning and 
Preserving Options 
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By 2050, Colorado’s Population is Expected to 
Nearly Double 



DROUGHT 

WILDFIRE 
FLOOD 

Colorado – A Land of Extremes 
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Chapter 5 – Water Demand 
and Ag Water Needs 

Statewide irrigated acreage could 
decrease from 3.5 million irrigated 
acres to 2.7 million acres statewide* 
for a variety of reasons: 

• Municipalities turning to 
agricultural water rights  

• Urban areas expand onto 
irrigated farmlands 

• Due to aquifer sustainability and 
some compact-related issues, 
the South Platte, Republican, 
and Rio Grande Basins have 
reduced, or are in the process of 
reducing, irrigated acreage.  

 *SWSI 2010, 4-28. 



Table 5-3: Summary of agricultural goals indicated in the BIPs 
Basin Identified Agricultural Goals 

Arkansas Increase amount of agricultural augmentation water by 30,000-50,000 acre-
feet 

Colorado Reduce agricultural shortages 

Gunnison Reduce agricultural shortages by approximately 17,000 acre-feet 
Metro/South 
Platte 

Reduce agricultural shortages 

North Platte Add an additional 28,000 acres of irrigated farmland; continue to restore, 
maintain, and modernize critical water infrastructure to preserve current 
uses and increase efficiencies 

Rio Grande Manage water use to sustain optimal agricultural economy throughout the 
Basin’s communities 

Southwest Reduce agricultural shortages by implementing at least 10 projects 

Yampa/White/ 
Green 

Add an additional 14,000 acres of irrigated farmland; reduce agricultural 
shortages 



6.4 Alternative Agricultural to Urban Transfers 



Alternatives to ‘Buy and Dry’ 
• Rotational Fallowing 
• Interruptible Supply 
• Deficit Irrigation 
• Water Cooperative 
• Water Bank 

 
 
 
 

• Municipal-Ag Water Use 
Sharing 

• Water Conservation 
Easement 

• HB 13-1248 
• Flex water market  

 



Actions 
• Implement existing ATM 

legislation 
• Evaluate effects of 

ATMs 
• Support existing and 

future incentive 
programs 

• Continue ATM Grant 
Program 

• Update SWSI 

 



CWCB’s ATM Grant Program 
• Colorado Senate Bill 07-122 

authorized grants to fund: lease-
fallowing, pilot projects, flex 
market studies, demonstration 
efforts 

• Nearly two dozen grants have 
been awarded, ranging from 
approximately $8,000 to almost 
$500,000 each 

• Initially funded with a total of $4 
million, with an additional 
$750,000 approved in the CWCB 
2015 Projects Bill (Colorado 
House Bill 14-1333) 



6.3.4 Agricultural 
Conservation,  

Efficiency & Reuse 



BIPs Goals for Increasing Ag Efficiencies 
and Modernizing Ag 
• Arkansas Roundtable: Provide increasing quantities 

of augmentation water for increased farm 
efficiencies. 

• Colorado Roundtable: Improve agricultural 
efficiency, preservation, and conservation. 

• Gunnison Roundtable: Restore, maintain, and 
modernize critical water infrastructure, including 
hydropower. 

• North Platte Roundtable: “Continue to restore, 
maintain, and modernize critical water 
infrastructure to preserve current uses and increase 
efficiencies.” 
 

 



BIPs Goals for Increasing Ag Efficiencies 
and Modernizing Ag (continued) 
• Rio Grande Roundtable: Operate, maintain, 

rehabilitate, and create necessary infrastructure to 
the Basin’s long-term water needs, including 
storage. 

• Southwest Roundtable: Developed a draft goal to 
“Implement efficiency measures to maximize 
beneficial use and production”. 

• Yampa/White/Green Roundtable: Restore, maintain, 
and modernize water storage and distribution 
infrastructure. 
 

 



6.5 Municipal, industrial, 
& agricultural 

infrastructure projects & 
methods 



Public Engagement 

• Over 16,000 comments submitted 

• Over 150 basin outreach meetings 

• Over 800 regular roundtable meetings 

• Nearly 15,000 unique inquiries to website, over 30,000 pages viewed 

• SB115 outreach by (IWRRC) legislature – more hearings this summer 

• CWCB Board meetings though September 2015 

• All input and CWCB responses available online 
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Statewide 
25% 

Where  is Input on Colorado's Water Plan Coming From? 

Over the past 8 months people within the Southwest basin increased their level of input from 3% to 8% of the 
total comments on received by the CWCB on Colorado’s Water Plan.  The Colorado and Arkansas basins also 

increased their comments.  These figures are based on a total of 170 webforms generated from the Colorado’s 
Water Plan website between 9/20/2013 and 3/4/2015. 

 



In the past 8 months, CWCB heard more from the municipal, agriculture, policy, business and industry 
constituent groups than the first 8 month period.  The environment and recreation constituent group remained 
about the same. These figures are based on a total of 170 webforms generated from the Colorado’s Water Plan 

website between 9/20/2013 and 3/4/2015. 
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Which Consituent Groups are Submitting Input? 



How can you engage in this 
process? 

• Continue to engage with the Southwest 
basin roundtable and CWCB as the water 
plan process continues. 

• Public input on Colorado’s Water Plan 
continues to increase, and input has been 
received from every basin across the state. 

• The public input process will continue 
through 2015. 

• Visit www.coloradowaterplan.com to learn 
more.  

 

http://www.coloradowaterplan.com/


We’re looking for photos!  
Please send them to cowaterplan@state.co.us. 

Photo by Travis Harvey, Submitted by CO Dept of Ag 
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www.coloradowaterplan.com 
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