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LOWER BASIN BACKGROUND 

Lower Basin Allocations: 
• California 4.4 maf/yr + 

surplus 
• Arizona 2.8 maf/yr 
• Nevada .300 maf/yr 

 
1928 Boulder Canyon Project 
Act 
 
1964 Arizona v. California 
 
1968 Colorado River Basin 
Project Act 



CALIFORNIA’S COLORADO RIVER ALLOCATIONS 
1931 AGREEMENT 

 
1. Palo Verde ID (104,500 acres valley) 
2. Yuma Project  
3.(a) Imperial ID/Coachella Valley WD 
 (b) PVID (16,000 acres mesa)                                 3.85 maf 
4. Metropolitan WD                                                   + .55 maf 
                                             Basic Apportionment   4.40 maf 
 
5. Metropolitan WD                                                    .662 maf 
6. IID/CVWD/PVID                                                       .300 maf 
7. Agricultural Use 



CALIFORNIA’S COLORADO RIVER USES 

Irrigation of 800,000 acres of 
farmland 

 
Domestic water for 20 
million people 
 
3.5 billion kwh of 
hydropower 
 
Opportunities for recreation 
and tourism and fish and 
wildlife habitat 



CALIFORNIA’S 4.4 PLAN  
 Quantification Settlement Agreement 

Transfers (short and long 
term) 

Off stream storage/interstate 
banking 

Efficiency projects/canal 
lining  

Conservation  

Augmentation 

Quantification Settlement 
Agreement 



CA WATER 
TRANSFERS 

SDCWA 

IID to CVWD: 
Up to 103,000 af/yr 

PVID to MWD: 
Up to 131,000 af/yr 

IID to Salton Sea Mitigation: 
Up to 150,000 af/yr through 2017 

IID to MWD: 
Up to 110,000 af/yr 

IID to SDCWA  
Up to 200,000 af/yr 



CALIFORNIA’S COLORADO RIVER USES 
 
Since 2003, CA’s average use 
is at 4.3 maf 

CA Agencies have invested 
over $1 billion towards 
conservation efforts  

State of California invested 
$254 million for canal lining  

Transfers have totaled more 
than 3.0 maf through 2012 



EXISTING LOWER BASIN PROGRAMS 
1999 Storage and Interstate 
Release Agreements 
 
2001 Interim Surplus 
Guidelines  
 
2004 System Conservation 
Pilot Programs 
 
2007 Coordinated Operations 
Guidelines 
 
2009 Yuma Desalting Plant 
Pilot 

 



EXISTING LOWER BASIN PROGRAMS 
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LOWER BASIN DROUGHT CONTINGENCY 
PLANNING 

  
 

Continue Existing Programs 
that are working 
• Encourage conservation 

and storage (ICS) 
 
Expand operational 
efficiencies 
• Canal lining/regulating 

reservoirs 
 
Expand opportunities with 
Mexico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  





COLORADO 
RIVER AQUEDUCT 
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LOS ANGELES 
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THANK YOU 

Tanya Trujillo 
Executive Director 

Colorado River Board of California 
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