
Dr. Becky Bolinger

Assistant State Climatologist

Colorado’s Climate in 10 Slides

SWCD Annual Water Seminar

April 1, 2022



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

https://climate.colostate.edu/normals_maps.html

1/10



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Precipitation has been 

variable over the past 100 

years, but temperatures have 

undeniably warmed
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Normal Precipitation at Mesa Verde NP

https://climate.colostate.edu/normals_maps.html
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+

add together variable precipitation 

and warming temperatures

https://wrcc.dri.edu/wwdt/
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Warmer temperatures…

Shortens the snow accumulating season

Snowmelt is faster and earlier

Results in a drier atmosphere

Dries out soils faster

Increases evaporative losses
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D3 is a 1-in-20 to 1-in-50 year extreme event

D4 is a 1-in-50 to 1-in-100 year extreme event

The Upper Colorado River Basin has experienced 

4 significant drought events in 20 years

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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Where are we today? 8/10
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Our summers are getting warmer, monsoon season is less reliable, soils 

are generally drier. With this forecast, it’s difficult to get a head start for 

the next snowpack season. With no changes to snowpack, we still have 

a new normal when it comes to our water.
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Thank you

Becky.Bolinger@colostate.edu

@ClimateBecky

climate.colostate.edu


